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It is edimated that between1961 and 1971, approximately 77 million litresof herkicides including 49.3
million litres of Agent Orange containing more than 360 kg of dioxin-contaminated defdliarnts, were
sprayed multiple timesover 5.5 million acresin Sauth Vietham

Resach studies show elevated 2,3,7,8-tetrachorodiberzo-p-dioxin (TCDD) from dioxin in the
Viethames pele, in sedmert, in soil, in wildlife, and in food in some areasof Sauth Vietham only,
thus showing Agert Orange contamination.!**

Dioxins are known to be risk factors for carcer, immune deficiency, reproductive and developmertal
disorders and certral nervous systemard peripheral nervous systemeffects.**!

Studies conducted by the intermational sciertific community have shown the associaton between
exposure to the herbicides and heath outcomes including carcer, reproductive illneses immune
deficiercy, endocrine deficiencies nervous system damag, and other ill effects and possible
developmertal disatilitiesand emotional problemsin children

Those negatively affected may include childrenborn to parerts who were sprayeddirectly.®

Current conditions recagnized by the US Veterans Administration asservice connected to Agent Orange
exposure include the following: soft tissue sarcana, chloracre, Hodgkins Disea®, multiple myeloma,
non-HodgkinOdymphoma, acute and subacute peripheral newopathy, porphyria cutaneatarda, prostate
carcer, regiratory cancers, chronic lymphocytic leukemia, diaketes (type 2), and spina bifida in the
childrenof veterars."®

In 2005, the US Governmernt Accounting Offi ce published a study involving the payout to 160,000
veterars with the 4 most comman illnessesof approximatly $1.52 billion in disahility paymerts and $56
million for medcal costs peryear!®

It has beenedimated that at leas 2.1 million, but perhaps as mary as 4.8 million, people were presert
during the Agent Orange spraying and mary more were exposed through contact with the ervironmert
ard food that wascontaminated !+

Resdues from herkicides that were transported, loaded, and stored at or near US Air Force basesin
Vietham and the spraying of Agert Orarge by helicopters backpacks, and Naval spraying in other
locations have ledto the contamination of the environmert and food in the surrounding areas reulting in
exposure to herkicidesby civiliars that continuestoday.'**

In spite of scienific studies that correlate the incidernce of illnes with Agent Orarge, the involved
chemical comparies continue to maintain that thereis no sciertific proof that the Agernt Orange cawses
disesse.

Recanizing that since the passage in 1991 of APHA Pdicy Statemert 91-24 titled OCaitinuing
Consequercesof the Viemam War,3" progress has beenmace in significart areassuch as ending the
trade embargo of Vietnam and developing legdation to address some of the psychological and physical



heath effects of war on Americanveterars of the Vietham War and their families outstanding issuesstill
remain to be addressed

Therefore, APHAN

1

Recanmends that Presdent Bush directthe Secetary of Veterars Affairs to continue to address the
enduring psychological and physical heakh effects of Agent Orange and dioxin on US veterars of
the Vietham War and their families

Recanmends federal support for researchand actve involvemer of schools of public hedth,
medcine, and dertistry for the study of the heath consequences of the Vietham War on all
participarts affectedby Agent Orange ard dioxin.

Recanmends that the US government and involved chemical companies provide resources for
senvicesfor the disaded in areaswheredioxin victims are concertrated, provide medcal services
and nursing servicesfor those harmedby Agent Orange; develop community support organizaions,
including heakh careand educaional and chronic care servicesand medcal equipment to care for
Americanand Vietnames people harmed including additional servicesasthey areidertified

Recanmends continuing collegal exchange between US organizatons, agercies and orgarizations
in both the public and private sector and their counterparts in Vietnam to improve the heath of the
Vietname® peple ard the US Viethamveterans and their families

Recanmends that the US goverrmert and the involved chemical comparies be regonsible to
remedate or attempt to cleanup those areasin Vietham that still contain high levels of dioxin.
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